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APPEAL BRIEF 

Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patent 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1460 
Dear Sir: 

Appellant appeals from the decision of the examiner to the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences in the above-identified patent application. Appellant has filed 
this Appeal Brief with the appropriate fee in accordance with 37 CFR § 41.37 and 
§41. 20(b)(2), 

Real P^rty in Interest 

The real party in interest is Harman Industries International, Incorporated, 
a corporation having a place of business in Northridge, California. 

Related Appeals and Interferences 

The Appellant does not know of any related appeals or interferences. 
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Status of Claims 

1 . Claims 1-24, 26, 28-43, 45, 47-57 are pending in the application. 

2. Claims 1-24, 26, 28-43. 45, 47-57 were finally rejected on Sept 21, 2005, 

3. Appellant appeals the decision of the examiner finally rejecting claims 
1-24, 26, 28-43, 45, 47-57. 

Status of Amendments 

All amendments have been entered, including the amendment subsequent to the 
September 21. 2005 final rejection made in a response dated December 21, 2005. 

Sumnnary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The claims are directed to techniques for communicating data in a peer-to-peer 
network. In one implementation a request from a source device to access a network of 
devices Is received. The network of devices includes one set of devices that have been 
authenticated or logged into the network under a particular identifier for those devices. 
The communication techniques determine with which devices the source device is 
authorized to access and communicate. In particular, the source device is allowed to 
communicate with the first set of devices when there is a correspondence between an 
identifier of the source device, and the particular identifier under which the first set of 
devices have been authenticated or logged into the network. In addition, the network 
includes a second set of devices that the source device Is not authorized to access. 
Accordingly, an individual may connect to the network (e.g., with a laptop) and access 
other devices (e.g., an audio player) associated to that individual through a consistent 
identifier, while remaining unauthorized to access other devices associated with other 
individuals (e.g,, because they have been authenticated under a different identifier). 

Another feature includes searching for items on the first set of devices connected 
to the network and generating a playlist of items that exist on the first set of devices, 
where the items are located on different devices. Other features include attempting 
a second connection between a source device and a target device, via a proxy, if a first 
connection between the source device and target device is unsuccessful. 
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Grounds of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

1. Whether Claims 1-4, 7, 9-12, 15-16, 18, 22-24, 28-29, 32-35, 37, 40^3, 
47-48. 51-53, and 56-57 are unpatentable under 36 U.S.C. § 103(a) in view of Vilhuber 
(U.S. Patent No. 6.470,453) and Huang (U.S, Patent No. 6,571,245). 

2. Whether Claims 5, 6, 8. 17. 19-21, 26. 30-31. 36, 38-39. 45. 49-50, and 
54-55 are unpatentable under 35 U,S.C, § 103(a) over Vilhuber and Huang in view of 
London (U.S. Patent No. 6.061,734). 

3. Whether Claim 13 is unpatentable under § 103(a) in view of Vilhuber, 
Huang, and Dre!<e etaL (U.S. Pat. No. 6,463,471). 

4. Whether Claim 14 is unpatentable under § 103(a) in view of Vilhuber, 
Huang, DrekeBtai, and Levy (U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2002-0052885). 

The arguments below group the claims as follows: 

Group 1: Claims 1-4, 7. 9-12. 18, 22. 28-29, 32-33. 37. 4041. 47-48, and 51^52. 

Group 2: Claims 15-16 and 34-35. 

Group 3: Claim 23-24 and 42-43. 

Group 4: Claim 53 and 56-57. 

Group 5: Claim 5. 6, 8, 17. 19^21, 26, 30-31. 36. 38-39, 45. 49-50, and 54-55. 

Group 6: Claim 13. 

Group 7: Claim 14. 

Argument 

An obviousness analysis includes an assessment of the scope and content of the 
prior art. Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1, 17 (1966)- Obviousness is a legal 
conclusion based on underlying factual inquiries. The factual inquiries include: (1) the 
scope and content of the prior art; (2) the level of ordinary skill in the art; (3) the 
differences between the claimed invention and the prior art; and (4) objective evidence 
of nonobviousness. Graham, 383 U.S. at 17-18. A successful assertion that a claim is 
obvious based on a combination of references requires a suggestion or motivation to 
combirte the references. WMS Gaming Ino, v. InVi Game Tech., 184 F.3d 1339, 1355 
(Fed, Cir. 1999). Furthermore, an obviousness rejection requires that the combined 
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prior art references teach or suggest all of the claim limitations. CFMT, Inc. Yieldup 
Int'l Corp,, 349 F.3d 1333, 1342 (Fed. Cir 2003), 

1. Rejection of Clarms 1-4, 7, 9-12. 15-16, 18, 22-23, 28-29, 32-35, 37. 40- 
41, 47-48, and 51-53, and 56-57 under §1 03(a). 

a. Group 1: Claims 1-4, 7, 9-12. 18, 22, 28-29. 32-33, 37, 40-41. 47- 
48, and 51-52. The Vilhub^-Huang combination does not teach or 
suggest the claimed data communication system with a first and 
second set of devices, determining that a source device is 
authorized to access a first set of devices based on an identifier, or 
the other features recited in the Group 1 claims. 

Claim 1 Is directed to a method for communicating data including receiving a 
request firom a source device to access a network of devices. The network of devices 
includes a first set of devices with an associated identifier, and a second set of devices 
that the source device Is not authorized to access. The claimed method detemnines if 
the source device is authorized to access the first set of devices based on the source 
device's identifier. As claimed, the method determines whether the source device is 
authorised to access to the first set of devices based on a con-espondence between an 
identifier of the source device and the associated identifier of the first set of devices. 

The Vilhuber-Huang combination is directed to authenticating multiple 
connections to a network server which provides a virtual desktop in a virtual computing 
environment. The Final Office Action has asserted that the Vifhuber-Huang combination 
discloses the features of claim 1, including determining that the source device is 
authorized to access the first set of devices based on a correspondence between an 
identifier of the source device and an identifier associated with the first set of devices 
[Huang, fig, 13A-B and col. 14, K 57- col. 15, 1. 67]. Appellant respectfully disagrees. 

Even assuming motivation to make the Vilhuber-Huang combination, the 
combination does not disclose a networi^ in which a first set of devices uses a first 
Identifier which is also associated with a source device, and a second set of devices 
that the Source device is not authorized to access. Instead, in the Vilhuber-Huang 
combination, once the user is authorized to access the network access server 104 
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[Huang, Fig. 1], the user has access to the entire network system 108 [Huang, Fig, 1], 
including the network devices 114a-c [Huang, Fig. 1]. in addition, the VUhuber-Huang 
combination requires a password login technique to access the network devices from a 
source device, and does not teach or disclose, as claimed, an identifier associated with 
any of the network devices themselves. 

The Office Action admits that Vilhuberdoes not suggest or teach detemiining 
that the source device is authorized to access first set of devices based on a 
correspondence between an identifier of the source device and an identifier associated 
with the first set of devices. Instead, the Office Action alleges that Huang discloses 
determining that the source device is authorized to access a first set of devices based 
on a correspondence between an identrfier of the source device and an identifier 
associated with the first set of devices. [Office Action mailed September 21 , 2005, at 3]. 
Appellant respectfully disagrees, 

Huang is directed to a password login technique for a client-server system to 
allow access to network devices from a source device. Once the source device is 
authenticated to access the network, the source device may access any of the network 
devices. Huang does not disclose how the devices and servers are connected or 
authenticated to the network. In particular, Huang does not disclose or teach 
authorizing a source device to access a first set of devices based on an identifier 
corresponding to an identifier associated with the first set of devices. Huang is silent on 
whether the first set of devices is authenticated or whether the first set of devices even 
has an associated identifier Thus, a combination of Vifhuberand Huang also fails to 
teach or suggest the claimed subject matter. 

The Office Action suggests that W//7t/ber discloses at Col. 9, lines 8-27 a second 
set of devices that the source device is not authorized to access [Id, at 2]. However, 
this passage in Vilhuber refers to the source device being authorized to access the 
network of devices, rather than referring to a second set of devices that the source 
device may not access. Neither Vilhuber or Huang or their combination discloses or 
teaches a second set of devices that the source device is not authorized to access. 

Claims 18, 28, 34. 37, and 47 also recite features of a network of devices that 
includes a first set of devices, which a source device is authorized to access, and which 
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have been authenticated or logged in based on an associated identifier, and a second 
set of devices, which the source device is not authorized to access. Accordingly, the 
Vifhuber-Huang combination does not teach or suggest the subject n^atter of these 
clainis either. Appellant therefore respectfully requests the Board to reverse the 
decision of the Examiner rejecting the claims in Group 1 under § 103(a), 

b. Group 2: Claims 15-16 and 34-35. The Vilhuber-Huang 
combination does not teach or suggest the claimed acts of 
identifying items on a first set of devices and creating a playlist of 
the items on the first set of devices, where the playlist includes items 
on different deviced. 

Claims 15-16 and 34-35 are directed to a method and a processor readable 
storage device, respectively. The claims recite data communication features including 
determining, that a source device Is authorized to access a first set of devices based on 
a correspondence between a source device identifier and an identrfier associated with 
the first set of devices. The claims identify items on the first set of devices and create a 
playlist of the items that exist on the first set of devices. The claims also recite that the 
playlist includes items on different devices. 

As discussed in section la above, the Vilhuber-Huang combinatfon does not 
disclose a network in which a first set of devices uses a first identrfier which is also 
associated with a source device for access authorization, and a second set of devices 
that the source device is not authorized to access. In addition, the Office Action does 
not point to any disclosure in the Vilhuber-Huang combination that shows creating a 
playlist or adding items to a playlist. Instead of a playlist {i.e., a list of playable items 
that may be downloaded or streamed [specification, first paragraph page 8]), the 
asserted Vilhuber-Huang combination discloses authenticating a client-server network 
for a virtual desktop in a computer network. In the VHhuber-Huang combination, the 
network architecture retrieves a static list of virtual desktop items and presents the list to 
the user after authentication [Huang, col. 4, II. 31-39; col. 6, II. 36-39]. The list identifies 
for the user the accessible applications and files for that user. [Huang, col. 2, II, 51-52; 
coL 3, II. 1-4]. It is respectfully submitted, however, that one of ordinary skill in the art 
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would not consider a generic list of accessible applications, files, and folders to be a 
playlist 

Accordingly, the asserted Vilhuber-Huang combination does not yield the subject 
matter present in Group 2 claims. Therefore, Appellant respectfully requests the Board 
to reverse the decision of the Examiner rejecting the claims in Group 2 under §103(a). 

c. Group 3: Claim 23-24 and 42-43. The asserted VUhuber'Huang 
combination does not teach or suggest receiving a search request 
from a source device, sending the search request to the first set of 
devices; and receiving search results from the first set of devices, 
and other limitations in the Group 3 claims. 

The claims in Group 3, Claims 23-24 and 42-43, recite methods for 
communicating data including receiving a search request from a source device, 
authorizing the source device to access a first set of devices based on a 
correspondence between a source device identifier and a first device set identifier, 
sending the search request to the first set of devices: and receiving search results from 
the first set of devices. 

Again, as discussed in section 1a above, the Vilhuber-Huang combination does 
not disclose a network in which a first set of devices uses a first identifier which is also 
associated with a source device for access authorization, and a second set of devices 
that the source device Is not authorized to access. 

The Final Office Action also does not point to any disclosure in Vilhuberor Huang 
which addresses receiving a search request from a source device, sending a search 
request to the first set of devices, or receiving search results from the first set of 
devices. Huang discloses a search capability for a source device [Huang, Col. 
10: 16-26], but the Wt/a/7g-\////7UJt)er combination does not teach or disclose sending a 
search request to a first set of devices that are authorized for access based on a 
correspondence between an identifier of the source device and the associated identifier 
of the first set of devices, as recited by the claims of Group 3, Neither does the Huang- 
\//7/)i/ber combination teach or disclose receiving search results from a first set of 
devices authorized for access by the source device. Regardless, as explained above, 
the Huang- W//)ajfaer combination fails to teach or disclose a first set of devices that the 
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source device is authorized to access based on a correspondence between a source 
device identifier and an Identifier associate with the first set of devices. 

Accordingly, Appellant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of the 
claims in Group 3 under § 103(a). 

d. Group 4: Claims 53 and 56-57. The VUhib^r^Huang 
combination does not teach or suggest logging a first device into a 
network of devices using a first user identification, identifying the 
devices that are logged in to the network using the first user 
identification, and allowing the first device to communicate with the 
devices that are logged into the network using the first user 
identification, and not allowing the first device to communicate witt) 
the devices that are logged into the network using the second user 
identification recited in the Group A claims. 

Claims 53 and 56-57 recite logging a first device into a network of devices using 
a first user identification, identifying the devices that are logged in to the network using 
the first user identification, and allowing the first device to communicate with the devices 
that are logged into the network using the first user identification, and not allowing the 
first device to communicate with the devices that are logged into the network using the 
second user identification. 

The Final Office Action alleges that the Vilhuber-Huang combination discloses 
identifying the devices that are logged into the network using a first user Identification, 
and authenticating the first device based on a first identification [Vilhuben Col. 5:38-45]. 
The Final Office Action also alleges that W//7uder discloses devices logged into the 
network using second user identifications. The Final Office Action admits that VUhuber 
does not disclose or teach authorizing the first device to access the devices logged into 
the network using a first identifier. The Final Office Action alleges that Huang discloses 
authorizing a first device to access devices logged into the network using a first user 
identification [Huang, Col. 14:57-15:67]. Appellant respectfully disagrees. 

As discussed above in the section on the claims in Group 1 , the Vilhuber-Huang 
combination discloses a network-client architecture, in which devices are connected to a 
server that a source device is authorized to access. However, there is no suggestion 
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that the devices are authenticated based on an identifier when logged into the network, 
let alone based on the same identifier used for the source device. The Vilhuber-Huang 
combination also does not disclose or teach a second set of devices, or a second 
identifier used to log devices into the network. Thus, the Vilhuber-Huang combination 
also does not disclose or teach allowing a first device to communicate with the devices 
that are logged into the network using the first user identification, and not allowing the 
first device to communicate with the devices that are logged into the network using the 
second user identification, as required by claim 53. 

Accordingly, Appellant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of the 
claims in Group 4 under §1 03(a). 

2. Rejection of Group 5 claims: Claims 5, 6, B, 17, 19-21, 26, 30- 
31, 36y 38-39, 45, 49-50, and 54-55 The VHhuber-Huang-London combination does 
not teach or suggest receiving a request to search, forwarding the request to 
search from an intermediate entity to a first set of devices, performing searches 
at the first set of devices teased on the request to search^ attempting to provide 
results from the searches directly to said source device from the first set of 
devices via direct connections which bypass tiie intermediate entity, and 
providing the results from the searches to the source device from the first set of 
devices via the intermediate entity if the direct connections cannot be 
established. 

Claims 5, 6, 8, 17, 19-21, 26, 30-31, 36, 38-39, 45, 49-50, and 54-55 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over VHhuberand Huang in view of London. Claims 
5 is directed to receiving, at an intenmediate entity, a search request from a source 
device, forwarding the search request to a first set of devices, and performing searches 
at the first set of devices. Claim 5 also recites attempting to provide search results from 
the first set of devices to the source device through direct connections which bypass the 
intemiediate entity, and providing the search results to the source device through the 
intermediate entity if a direct connection cannot be made. The Office Action suggests 
that the combination of Vilhuber, Huang, and London discloses an intermediate entity 
that can provide search results to a source device from a first set of devices via the 
intermediate entity if direct connections between the source device and the first set of 
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devices cannot be established [Figs. 6-7, col. 9, 1. 17- col. 10, L 48; col. 1,112- col. 2, L 
65], Assignee respectfully disagrees. 

Even assuming motivation to combine the three references, the Vilhuber-Huang- 
London combination does not disclose: 1) performing searches at the first set of devices. 
2) attempting to provide search results from the first set of devices to the source device 
through direct connections which bypass the intermediate entrty, or 3) providing the 
search results to the source device through the Intermediate entity if a direct connection 
cannot be made. Instead, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination discloses 
authenticating a user connection through a peer server included in a client-sen/er network 
server* architecture. The Vilhuber-Huang-London combination forwards a request from a 
user ^ to a resource B after verifying that the user is authorized to access resource B, 
through a peer server and proxy server [London col. 9, 1. 33-col 10; 1. 7]. Connections 
between a user (i.e^ source device] on one network must be routed through a proxy 
server to reach a device or resource [i.e.. a first set of devices] on a network of other 
devices. Therefore, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination does not disclose 
atlefnpling to provide search results from the first set of devices to the source device 
through direct connections which bypass the intermediate entrty. as claimed, because the 
only connections between the first set of devices and the source device are connections 
through an intermediate entity [the proxy server 606 or 711 in London Figs. 6-7], 
Accordingly, Assignee respectfully requeste withdrawal of the rejection. Claims 17, 19, 
30, 36, 38, 49, and 54 recite corresponding features. Therefore, Assignee respectfully 
requests withdrawal of the rejections for Claims 17, 19, 30, 36, 38, 49, and 54, 

Furthermore. Claim 6 is directed to connecting and authenticating a source 
device in a private network, where the source device has a private address and does 
not have a globally unque address, and where the target device has a globally unique 
address and is inaccessible via the Internet. The features of claim 6 allow devices 
within a device-to-device network to communicate with each other using a private 
address without having to assign a globally unique address, such as a TCP/IP address, 
and when the devices are not connected to the Internet. This eliminates the need for a 
central server to assign globally unique addresses or maintain a database of unique 
device addresses, thereby reducing server burden, 
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On the other hand, the Vifhuber-Huang-London combination discloses 
authenticating a user access to resources on a client-server network with a peer server 
to authenticate the user's connections to resources in the network, which may be 
connected through proxy servers [Figs. 6-7, col. 9, 1. 17- col. 10, L 48; col. 1, 1. 12- 
col. 2, 1. 65]. The Vifhuber-Huang-London combination does not disclose a source 
deyltie in a private network, or that the source device has a private address and does 
not have a globally unique address, or that the target device has a globally unique 
address and is inaccessible via an Internet, The Vilhuber-Huang-London combination is 
silent on these features, and does not limit the source or target device address or 
connections in any way. Accordingly, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination does not 
teach or suggest the features of claim 6, and Assignee respectfully requests wittidrawal 
of thfe rejection of claim 6. 

Claims 8, 20, 31, 39. 45, 50, and 55 further include the feature of attempting to 
establish a second connection from the target device to the source device; transferring 
an it6m using the second connection if the attempt to establish the second connection 
was successful; and transferring the item via a proxy if the attempt to establish the 
second connection was not successful. The claimed features allow a second attempt to 
transfer items from a target device to a source device if the first connection attempt is 
unsuccessful, through a second connection attempt. If the second connection attempt 
is unisuccessful, a proxy server is used to transfer the item. The Vilhuber-Huang- 
London combination does not disclose second connection attempts, transferring items 
using the second connection if the second connection attempt is successful, or 
transferring an item via a proxy If the second connection attempt is not successful. In 
fact, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination does not address at all what happens 
when there is an unsuccessful connection attempt. Thus, even if the Vilhuber-Huang- 
London combination is made, the combination would not disclose all of the features in 
claims 8, 31, 39, 45, 50, and 55. Therefore, Assignee respectfully requests withdrawal 
of th6 rejection of claims 8. 31, 39, 45, 50. and 55 

Claims 26 and 45 recite a method and a processor readable storage device, 
Ciairiiis 26 and 45 recrte receiving, from a requesting device, a request to transfer an 
item residing on a target device. Claim 26 also recites attempting to establish a first 
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connection between the requesting device and the target device; transfenring the item 
from the target device to the requesting device using the first connection rf the attempt 
to establish the first connection was successful; sending a message to the target device 
via an intermediate device if the attempt to establish the first connection was not 
successful; receiving an attempt to establish a second connection, between the 
requesting device and the target device via a proxy, if the attempt to establish the first 
connection was not successful; and transferring the item using the second connection if 
the attempt to establish the second connection was successful. 

The Final Office Action suggests that the combination of Vilhuber, Huang, and 
London discloses the limitations of the claims in Claims 26 and 45 [Figs. 6-7, col. 9. 
I. 17- coL 10, [. 48; col. 1. L 12- col. 2, 1. 65]. However, the Final Office action does not 
at all address the features of claims 26 and 45. While the Final Office action addresses 
certain features of claim 5, claims 26 and 45 include different features, such as 
transferring an item using a second connection if the attempt to establish the second 
connection was successful. 

Even assuming motivation to combine the three references, the Vilhuber-Huang- 
London combination does not disclose: attempting to establish a second connection 
from the target device to the source device; transferring an item using the second 
connection if the attempt to establish the second connection was successful; and 
transferring the item via a proxy if the attempt to establrsh the second connection was 
not successful. The claimed features allow a second attempt to transfer items from a 
target device to a source device rf the first connection attempt rs unsuccessful, through 
a second connection attempt. If the second connection attempt is unsuccessful, a proxy 
sen/er is used to transfer the item. 

The Vilhuber-Huang-London combination discloses authenticating a user 
connection through a peer server included in a client-server network server architecture. 
The Vifhuber-Huang-London combination only discloses forwarding a request from a 
user E to a resource B through a peer server and proxy server [London coL 9, 
I. 33-col, 10, 1. 7]. The Vilhuber-Huang-London combination does not disclose second 
connection atftempts, transferring items using the second connection if the second 
connection attempt is successful, or transferring an item via a proxy if the second 
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connection attempt is not successful In fact, the Vilhuber-Huang-London combination 
does not address at all what happens when there is an unsuccessful connection 
attempt, as specified in the method of Claim 26 and the processor readable storage 
device of claim 45. 

Therefore, Appellant respectfully requests the Board to reverse the decision of 
the Examiner rejecting claims in Group 5 under §1 03(a). 

3. Rejection of Group 6 claim: Claim 13. The VHhuber-Huang-DrQke 
combination does not teach or suggest establishing said network of devices 
without uiaing a server. 

Claim 13 stands rejected under § 103(a) over W/ftu£?erand Huang in view of 
Dreke et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,471). Claim 13 recites an additional step of 
establishing the network of devices without using a server The Office Action 
suggests the Vilhuber-Huang-Dreke combination discloses establishing a network 
of devices wrfliout using a server [Drake etaL, Fig. 3]. Assignee respectfully 
disagrees. 

The VithubBf'Huang-Dreke combination discloses a method for authenticating 
and maintaining a distributed network presence information sen/er, in which the user 
first logs into a sen/er where he may obtain a list of peers of interest. Fig, 3 of Dreke et 
al, actually shows a step in the process after the user logs into an Internet Presence 
Information Server (IPIS). The user must log into the server before accessing peers 
directly [Dreke et al,. Col 3» I. 20- Col. 4, 1. 22]. In other words, the VUhiber-Huang- 
Drake combination, even assuming motivation to make the combination, does not teach 
or suggest eliminating logging into a server before accessing peers In a device network. 
Thus, even if the Vilhuber-Huang-Dreke combination is made, the combination would 
not disclose all of the claimed features. Therefore, Assignee respectfully requests 
withdrawal of the rejection of claim 13. 

4. Rejection of Group 7 claim: Claim 14. The Vilhuber'Huang'Dreke- 
Levy combination does not teach or suggest broadcasting from first, second, and 
third devices!; lidtening for other devices by the first, second, and third devices; 
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and establishing and authenticating connectiond between the first, second, and 
third devices. 

Claim 14 stands rejected under § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vilhuber, 
Huang, and Oreke in view of Levy (U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 2002/0052885). 
Claim 14 recites broadcasting from first, second, and third devices; listening for other 
devices by the first, second, and third devices; and establishing and authenticating 
connections between the first, second, and third devices. The features of claim 14 allow 
devices in a device-to-device network to broadcast their presence, and establish a 
network without requiring an intermediate server to connect the devices. The Office 
Action suggests the Vilhuber'^uang-DrBke-Levycomhlnation discloses all the features 
of claim 14 [Office Action mailed September 21, 2005, at 10], Assignee respectfully 
disagrees. 

The Vilhuber-Huang-Dreke^Levy combination discloses a distributed network of 
devices using auxiliary data embedded in files to enhance file sharing systems. The 
cited portion of Levy [Levy, page 3, paragraph 0033] refers to computers broadcasting 
their event logs to each other. For example, Levy discloses "[i]n distributed systems 
where no central server is involved, the event logs [of file transfers] can be stored on 
computers in the file sharing network (or a subset of the computers), and composite 
event logs can be compiled by having the computers broadcast their event logs to each 
other Each computer, in this approach, could maintain a copy of the event log, which is 
synchronized upon each broadcast operation." [Levy, page 3, paragraph 0033]. Thus, 
the V7//]t/it>er"Hi;ang-Drefre-Leiy combination does not teach or suggest establishing 
and authenticating connections based on device-to-device broadcasts. Instead, the 
Vilhubcr-Huang-Dreke-Levy combination simply broadcasts log files to various 
computers on the network. Accordingly, Assignee respectfully requests the Examiner to 
withdraw the rejection of Claim 14. 

Conclusion 

Appellant respectfully submits that the inventions defined in claims 1-24, 26, 
28-43, 45, 47-^57 are patentable in view of any combination of the cited references. 
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Appellant therefore requests reversal of all of the pending rejections asserted in the 
Final Office Action. 

Respectfully submitted, 



l/Vejnert 



Jaffon M, Wejr 
^^gistration No. 55,722 
Attorney for Appellant 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 
(312) 321-4200 
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Claim Appendix - Pending clainDS 1-24, 26, 28-43, 45, 47-57 

1 . A method for communicating data, comprising the steps of receiving a 
request from a source device to access a networl^ of devices, said network of devices 
includes a first set of devices, wliich said source device Is authorized to access, and 
which have been authenticated based on an associated identifier, and a second set of 
devices, whidh said source device is not authorized to access, said first set of devices 
being distributed across a global network; 

detemnining that said source device is authorized to access said first set of 
devices based on a correspondence between an identifier of said source device and 
said associated identifier; and 

responsive to said determining step, allowing communication between 
said source device and said first set of devices, and not allowing communication 
between said! source device and said second set of devices. 

2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said identifier associated with said source device comprises a first user 

identification; 

said first set of devices use said first user identification; and 
said second set of devices do not use said first user identification, 

3. A method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of: 
authenticating said first source device based on said first user 

identification and a first password, said step of allowing is perfomied in response to said 
step of authenticating. 

4. A method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of allowing 
communication Includes the steps of: 

transmitting a search request to said first set of devices; 
performing searches at said first set of devices based on said search 

request; and 

providing results from said searches. 
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5. A method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of allowing 
communication includes the steps of: . 

receiving, at an intermediate entity, and from said source device, a 
request to search; 

forwarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to said first 
set of devices; 

performing searches at said first set of devices based on said request to 

search; 

attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said source 
device from said first set of devices via direct connections which bypass said 
intermediate entity; and 

providing said results from said searches to said source device from said 
first set of devices via said intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot be 
establfehed, said intermediate entity performs said step of receiving a request to access 
a network of devices, 

6. A method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of allowing 
communication includes the steps of: 

transmitting a search request from said source device to a target device , 
which belongs to said first set of devices; 

performing a search at said target device based on said search request; 

and 

providing results from said search from said target device to said source 
device via a connection between said source device and said target device, said source 
device is in a private network, said source device has a private address and does not 
have a globally unique address, said target device has a globally unique address and is 
inaccessible via an Internet. 

7. A method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of allowing 
communication includes the steps of: 

transmitting a search request from said source device to a target devide 
which belongs to said first set of devices; 
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performing a search at said target device based on said search request; 

and 

providing results from said search from said target device to said source 
device via a connection between said source device and said target device, said source 
device is behind a firewall, 

8. A method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of allowing 
communication includes the steps of: 

attempting to establish a first connection from said source device to a 

target device; 

transferring an item using said first connection if said attempt to establish 
sard first connection was successful; 

sending a message to said target via an intermediate device if said 
attempt to establish said first connection was not successful; 

attempting to establish a second connection from said target device to 
said source device; 

transferring said item using said second connection if said attempt to 
establish said second connection was successful; and 

transferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said second 
connection was not successful. 

9. A method according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said step of allowing communication includes transferring items, streaming 
items, searching for items, and viewing a list of items. 

1 0. A method according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said step of allowing communication includes sending a command from 
said a source device to one or more devices of said first set of devices. 

11. A method according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said step of allowing communication includes sending a command from 
said a s6urce device to an intermediate server and fonwarding said command from sard 
intermediate server to one or more devices of said first set of devices. 
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1 2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of allowing 
communit^tion includes the steps of: 

creating a playlist; and 

adding items to sard playlist. said items include a first item from a first 
device and a second item from a second device, said first device and said second 
device Are not on a common LAN. 

13. A method according to claim 1. further comprising the step of. 
establishing said network of devices without using a server. 

14. A method according to claim 13, wherein said step of establishing includes 
the steps of: 

broadcasting from a first device; 

listening for other devices, perfonned by said first device; 

broadcasting from a second device; 

listening for other devices, performed by said second device; 
establishing a connection between said second device and said first 

device; 

authenticating said first device and said second device; 
broadcasting from a third device; 

listening for other devices, performed by said third device; 
establishing a connection between said second device and said third 

device; 

authenticating said second device and said third device; 

establishing a connection between said third device and said first device; 

and 

authenticating said first device and said third device. 

15. A method for communicating data, comprising the steps of; 

receiving a request from a source device to access a network of devices, 
said neliwork of devices includes a first set of devices, which said source device is 
authorized to access, and which have been authenticated based on an associated 
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identifier, and a second set of devices, which said source device is not authorized to 
access; 

determining that said source device is authorized to access said first set of 
devices based on a correspondence between an identifier of said source device and 
said associated identifier; 

responsive to said determining step, identifying items on said first set of 

devices; and 

responsive to said step of identifying said Items, creating a playlist of said 
Items oh said first set of devices, said playlist includes Items on different devices. 

16. A method according to daim 15. wherein: 

said creating a playlist comprises creating a playlist of items on different 
types of devices. 

17. A method according to claim 15. wherein said step of identifying items 
Includes the steps of: 

receiving a request at an intermediate entity from said a source device to 

search; 

fonwarding said request to search from said intemnediate entity to said first 
set of devices; 

performing searches at said first set of devices based on said search 

request; 

attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said source 
device from said first set of devices via direct connections which bypass said 
intermediate entity; and 

providing said results from said searches to said source device from said 
first set df devices via said intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot be 
establiShfed, 

18. A method of communicating data, comprising the steps of: 
logging a first device into a network of devices using a first user 

identification, said network of devices includes devices logged into said network using 
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said first user identification and devices logged in to said network using one or more 
other us^r identifications, said one or more other user identifications include a second 
user fderitificafion; 

identifying said devices tliat are logged in to said networl< using said first 
user iderltffication; and 

responsive to said step of identifying allowing said first device to 
commurtrcate with said devices that are logged into said network using said first user 
identifications and not allowing said first device to communicate with said devices thaft 
are logged in to said network using said second user identification, 

19!. A method according to claim 18. wherein said step of allowing said first 
device t6i communicate includes the steps of: 

receiving a request at an intermediate entity from a requesting device to 
search, siaid requesting device Is logged into said network using said first user 
identificalion; 

forwarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to said 
devices that are logged in to said network using said first user identification; 

performing searches at said devices that are logged in to said network 
using said first user identrfication based on said request; 

attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said requesting 
device fr6m said devices that are logged in to said network using said first user 
identification via direct connections which bypass said intermediate entity; and 

providing said results from sard searches to said first device from said 
devices that are logged in to said network using said first user identification via said 
intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot be established, 

20:. A method according to claim 1 8, wherein said step of allowing said first 
device toi communicate includes the steps of: 

attempting to establish a first connection from said first device to a target 

device; 

transferring an item using said first connection if said attempt to establis;h 
said first bonnection was successful; 
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sending a message to said target via an intermediate device if said 
attempj lo establish said first connection was not successful, said intemiediate entity 
perfornk sard step of receiving a request to access a network; 

I attempting to establish a second connection from said target device to 
said fir^t device; 

1 transferring said item using said second connection if said attempt to 

estabDslh said second connection was successful; and 

i 

i transferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said second 

connecjtion was not successful- 

1 
I 

. A method according to claim 1 8, wherein: 

i 

said step of allowing said first device to communicate includes sending a 
comrriarid from said first device to an intermediate server; and 

forwarding said command from said intermediate server to one or more of 
said deviittes that are logged in to said network using said first user identification. 

2Z, A method according to claim 18, wherein said step of allowing said first 
device t6 communicate includes the steps of creating a playlist; and 

adding items to said playlist. said items include a first item from said first 
device and a second item from a second device, said first device and said second 
device are not on a common LAN, said second device is logged in to said network using 
said firs^ user identification. 
I; 

^13. A method of communicating data, comprising the steps of: 
receiving a search request from a source device; 
identifying a first set of devices, in a network of devices, wherein the 
source device is authorized to access the first set of devices, and the first set of devices 
have bfebh authenticated based on an associated identifier, and wherein said identifying 



y On a correspondence between an identifier of said source device and said 



is base 



associated identifier; 
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responsive to the identifying step, accessing the a first set of devices, said 
network df devices also includes a second set of devices which said source device is 
not authdrji^ed to access; 

sending the search request to said first set of devices; and 
receiving search results from said first set of devices, 

24.i A method according to claim 23, wherein: 

said step of sending includes sending said search request to a server for 
forwardini^ to said first set of devices; and 

said step of receiving search results includes receiving said search resulls 
at said sciiifce device via direct connections, if direct connections between said source 

; j 

device aHiti said first set of devices, which bypass the server, can be established; 

vvherein an attempt is made to establish said direct connections; and 
said step of receiving search results includes receiving said search resufts 

at said siiirce device via said server, if said direct connections cannot be established. 

' i 

2eiJ A method for communicating data, comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from a requesting device, a request to transfer an item residing 
on a target device; 

I attempting to establish a first connection, between said requesting device 
and said ^krget device, in response to said step of receiving; 

transfen-ing said Item from said target device to said requesting device 
using sbM first connection if said attempt to establish said first connection was 
successful; 

sending a message to said target device via an intennediate device if said 
attempt t6| establish said first connection was not successful; 

receiving an attempt to establish a second connection, between said 
requestinj^ device and said target device via a proxy, if said attempt to establish said 
first connyction was not successful; and 

i I transferring said item using said second connection if said attempt to 
establish l^^id second connection was successful. ! 



I 
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2k One or more processor readable storage devices for storing processor 
readabli code, said processor readable code for programnning one or more proce&sdrs 
to perfbrjrh a nr^ethod comprising the steps of: 

\ \ receiving a request from a source device to access a network of devices, 
said net4[ork of devices includes a first set of devices, which said source device is 
authorizfeb to access, and which have been authenticated based on an associated 

i 

identifier}, and a second set of devices* which said source device is not authorized to 
access, said first set of devices being distributed across a global network; 

! I detennining that said source device is authorized to access said first set of 
devices tlased on a correspondence between an identifier of said source device and 
said associated; and 

responsive to said determining step, allowing communication between 
said soijrbe device and wrth said first set of devices, and not allowing communication 
betweerj said source device and said second set of devices. 



1 

wheremi \ 



user ideytification 



One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 28, 



said identifier associated with said source device comprises said a frrst 



j i said first set of devices use saki first user Identification; and 

1 1 said second set of devices do not use said first user identification. 

d^,. One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 28; 

i j - 

wherein j^aid step of allowing communication includes the steps of: 



receiving, at an intermediate entity, and from said source device, a 



request [ly search; 



forwarding said request to search from said intemnediate entity to said first 



set of d^vl^ices; 



search; 



performing searches at said first set of devices based on said request to 
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attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said source 
device ^rc^/n said first set of devices via direct connections which bypass said 
te entity; and 

providing said results from said searches to said source device from said 
devices via said intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot be 



intermej 



first set! 0 
established: 



i%\ One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 28, 
whereiri j^^id step of allowing communication includes the steps of: 

attempting to establish a first connection from said a source device to a 

target clevice; 

transferring an item using said first connection if said attempt to establish 
said fir^t connection was successful; 

sending a message to said target device via an Intemiediate device if said 
attempt t6 establish said first connection was not successful, said intermediate entfty ■ 

i 

perforrris Mid step of receiving a request to access a network; 

1 attempting to establish a second connection from said target device tb 
said soLirce clevice; 

transferring said item using said second connection if said attempt to 
establish s^id second connection was successful; and 

transferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said second, 
connectibh was not successful. 



whereiri: 



One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 28, 



said step of allowing communication includes sending a command from 
said a ^oLJribe device to an intermediate server and forwarding said command from saiti 
intermejdiatfe server to one or more devices of said first set of devices. 

^3. One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 28, 
whereirj said step of allowing communication includes the steps of: 
creating a play list; and 
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adding items to said playlist, said items include a first item from a first : 
devicfe and a second item from a second device, said first device and said second 
devlcfe aire not on a common LAN. 

! 34. One or more processor readable storage devices for storing processor 
read^bji code, said processor readable code for programming one or more processors 
to pe^4"T^ s method comprising the steps of: 

! I receiving a request from a source device to access a network of devices, 
said rWWrk of devices includes a first set of devices, which said source device is - 
authoViisd to access, and which have been authenticated based on an associateid 
identiiiir, and a second set of devices, which said source device is not authorized to 
acceis. 

determining that said source device is authorized to access said first sfet of 
based on a correspondence between an identifier of said source device and 
said ^syociated identifier; 

responsive to said determining step, identifying items on said first set of 

and 

responsive to said step of identifying said items, creating a playlist of sfeiid 
items! olri said first set of devices, said playlist includes items on different devices. 

= ijs. One or more processor readable storage devices according to cfairti 34, 
wher4in 

said creating a playlist comprises creating a playlist of items on differeht 
typesjqf devices. 

ie. One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 34, 
wheriirli said step of identifying items includes the steps of: 

receiving a request at an intermediate entity from said a source device: to 



devicfes. 



devicfes 

I i 



seardh 



set oil devices; 



forwarding said request to search from said intennediate entity to said first 
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establish 
a netwirk 



37* 



readable 



identifida 
said firit 



performing searches at said first set of devices based on said search 

request; _ 

attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said source 
device jfri>hi said first set of devices via direct connections which bypass said 
interm^d ite entity; and 

I providing said resufts from said searches to said source device from s&id 
first se^ cfi devices via said intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot be 

?id, said intermediate entity performs said step of receiving a request to ac<i!ess 
bf devices. 



One or more processor readable storage devices for storing processor 
iode, said processor readable code for programming one or more processors 
to perform a method comprising the steps of: 

logging a first device into a network of devices using a first user 
(on, said network of devices includes devices logged into said network usirtg: 
user identification and devices logged in to said network using one or more 



other ufeer identifications, said one or more other user identifications include a second 



user idferlification; 

identifying said devices that are logged In to said network using said first 
user id^rilification ; a nd 

responsive to said step of identifying, allowing said first device to 
commJnitlate with said devices that are logged into said network using said first user 
identifi<|a :ion and not allowing said first device to communicate with said devices that : 
are logged in to said network using said second user identification. 



islJ One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 37, 
whereirji sard step of allowing said first device to communicate includes the steps of:= 
receiving a request at an intermediate entity from said first device to 

search i 

forwarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to said ; 
device^ ti|ai are logged in to said network using said first user identification; 
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performing searches at said devices that are logged in to said network I 
using ^aid first user identification based on said request to search; 

attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said first 
device frisrjn said devices that are logged in to said network using said first user 
identifrcatibn via direct connections which bypass said intermediate entity; and 

providing said results from said searches to said first device from said 
devices that are logged In to said network using said first user Identification via said 

i . ■ 

intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot be established. 

i ' 

39. One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 
where n i^id step of allowing said first device to communicate includes the steps of: : 
attempting to establish a first connection, from said first device to a taVgiet 

device; | 

transferring an item using said first connection if said attempt to establish 
said first bbnnection was successful; 

sending a message to said target via an intermediate device rf said 
attempt tb establish said first connection was not successful, said intermediate device 
said s :ep! 6f receiving a request to access a network; I 

attempting to establish a second connection from said target device ti) 
said souf|de device; 

transferring said item using said second connection if said attempt to I 
establish! ^aid second connection was successful; and 

transferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said second 
connebtrirli was not successful , 



40. 

wherein:! 



i 

One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 



I said step of allowing said first device to communicate includes sendirl^ sa 
command from said first device to an intermediate sen/er and forwarding said comijhand 
from said Intermediate server to one or more of said devices that are logged in to skiil 
network: lij^ing said first user identification. 
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where n 



device 
device 



41;. One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim ^7, 
I ^slid step of allowing said first device to communicate includes the steps ofj: 
creating a playlist; and 

adding items to said playlist, said items include a first Item from said first 
arid a second item from a second device, said first device and said second ! 
ar^ not on a common LAN, said second device Is logged in to said network ijsing 
said first ii&er identification. 



42. One or more processor readable storage devices for storing process0ir. 

: 1 : 

readablelcode, said processor readable code for programming one or more procesiSdrs 
to pertjorrin a method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a search request from a source device; 
identifying a first set of devices, in a network of devices, wherein the 
soured device is authorized to access the first set of devices, and the first set of devldes 

j i 

have Besn authenticated based on an associated identifier, and wherein said identrtyjng 
is based joh a correspondence between an identifier of said source device and saic^ i 
associated identifier; 

responsive to a Identifying step, accessing the first set of devices, said 
network 6f devices also includes a second set of devices which said source devicej is 
not aijthtirized to access; 

sending the search request to said first set of devices; and j 
receiving search results from said first set of devices. 



where 



4i 

n:: 



One or more processor readable storage devices according to claim 423 



said step of sending includes sending said search request to a sen/eri fcir 

i : 

fonA/ar{diii^ to said first set of devices; and 

said step of receiving search results includes receiving said search r^ults 
at said siiljrce device via direct connections, If direct connections between said sodrde 
device ah^ said first set of devices, which bypass the server, can be established; j i 
wherein an attempt is made to establish said direct connections; and f ; 
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t 

said step of receiving search results includes receiving said search r4&iiilts 
at saic siurce device via said server, if said direct connections cannot be establislibd. 

■ i : . ] 

4^. One or more processor readable storage devices for storing processor 

I 

readable 0ode, said processor readable code for programming one or more procesjsprs 

! j 

to pertormi a method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from a requesting device, a request to transfer an items residjlng 
on a tirge^ device; ; : 

attempting to establish a first connection, between said requesting d^vfee 
and said t^r^et device, in response to said step of receiving; i : 

transferring said item from said target device to said requesting devicle , 
using sard first connection if said attempt to establish said first connection was | 
successllui; | ' 

I sending a message to said target device via an intemiediate device if said 

attemi )t ijoj establish said first connection was not successful; ! . 

t I 
j i receiving an attempt to establish a second connection, between said j 

reque stii^ device and said target device via a proxy, if said attempt to establish safd 

first ccmridction was not successful; and j 

transferring said item using said second connection if said attempt to 

estabtsri 6aid second connection was successful. 

47. An apparatus for communicating data, comprising; 
a communication interface; and 

one or more processors, in communication with said communication 
Said one or more processors perform a method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a request from a source device to access a network of devifc^, 

i 

nbt\A^6rk of devices includes a first set of devices, which said source device is j 
thorized to access, and which have been authenticated based on an associated | 
^nd a second set of devices, which said source device is not authorized 



interface 

said 
au 
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identifier 

acce$s» s^id first set of devices being distributed across a global network, 
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determining that said source device is authorized to access identifying! 

said fir^t i&U of devices based on a correspondence between an identifier of said soiree 

■ - j ' ' 
device km !said associated identifier; and | 

responsive to said determining step, allowing communication between | 
said sohrM device and said first set of devices, and not allowing communication | 
betweeh ^id source device and said second set of devices. 

is. An apparatus according to claim 47, wherein; 

; said identifier associated with said source device comprises a first useir = 
identiftdaijbh; 

s^iid first set of devices use said first user identification; and 
said second set of devices do not use said first user identification. 

4g,j An apparatus according to claim 47, wherein said step of allowing 
commJniMtion includes the steps of; 

receiving, at an intermediate entity, and from said source device, a 
^arch; 



request tQ 



set of devldes; 



search; 



forwarding said request to search from said intemiediate entity to saidifirst 



performing searches at said first set of devices based on said request 



attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said source 

device frdhri said first set of devices via direct connections which bypass said | 
: I : i 
interm^diatte entity; and 

providing said results from said searches to said source device from s&id 
first seti of devices via said intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot be i 
established, said intermediate entity perfomis said step of receiving a request to accjleSs 

i 1 , 

a network! 6f devices. 

ko\ = An apparatus according to claim 47, wherein said step of allowing 
commJnrcdtion includes the steps of: 



31 I . 

PAGE 35/40 « RCVD AT 5/18/2006 5:33:30 PWI [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/20 ' DN1S:2738300 ' CS1D:3123214299 ' DUiWTION (inm-ss):10-52 



05/18/2006 16:34 



3123214299 



BHGL 



PAGE 35/39 



attempting to establish a first connection from said a source device to ib 
target d^>tice; j ■ 

transfemng an item using said first connection if said attempt to establish 

said first iohn^ction was successful; i 

I 

Sending a message to said target device via an intermediate device if Nid 
attempt to establish said first connection was not successful, said intermediate entity = 
performs said step of receiving a request to access a network; 

I attempting to establish a second connection from said target device td ^ 
said sourie device; j : 

! ! : 

j transferring said item using said second connection if said attempt to | : 
establish said second connection was successful; and i 
tiransfemng said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said secojhd 



connection was not successful. 



51 1 An apparatus according to claim 47, wherein: j 
said step of allowing communication includes sending a command froftnf' 
said a sbiirce device to an Intemnediate sen/er and fooA^rding said command frorh k-atd 
intennediate sferver to one or more devices of said first set of devices. 

52l An apparatus according to claim 47; wherein said step of allowing 

commurtiiatiort includes the steps of, 

I creating a playlist; and j 
I adding items to said playlist, said items include a first item from a first- 

device and a second item from a second device, said first device and said second 

device are not on a common LAN 

53J An apparatus for communicating data, comprising 
a communication interface; and 

one or more processors in communication with said communication 
interface:, said one or more processor perfonm a method comprising the steps of: 

l^>gging a first device into a network of devices using a first user 
identificait'on, said network of devices includes devices logged into said network ui^iijig 
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said first 



user identification and devices logged in to said network using one or morjj 



other U3!er identifications, said one or more other user identifications include a seccitid 

i 

user identification, 1: 

identifying said devices that are logged in to said network using said |<rst 
user identification, and 

responsive to said step of identifying, allowing said first device to ' . 
communicate with said devices that are logged into said network using said first usifer 
identific^ition, and not allowing said first device to communicate with said devices thiat 
are loggied into said network using said second user identification. j : 

i 

5i^i. An apparatus according to claim 53, wherein said step of allowing sai!^ 
first device to communicate includes the steps of: I 

receiving a request from said first device at an intennediate entity to j : 
search; ; 

forwarding said request to search from said intermediate entity to saiiS^ 
devices that are logged in to said network using said first user identification; j ; 

performing searches at said devices that are logged in to said networik 
using said first user identrfication based on said request; p 

attempting to provide results from said searches directly to said first ; : 
device fi^3m said devices that are logged in to said network using said first user j 
identification via direct connections which bypass said intennediate entity; and \ , 

providing said results from said searches to said first device from sai^l 

devices that dre logged in to said network using said first user identification via sai^ 

I 

intermediate entity if said direct connections cannot be established. j 
55. An apparatus according to claim 53, wherein said step of allowing sajitf 



first device to communicate includes the steps of: 



device; 
said first 



attempting to establish a first connection from said first device to a taiiget 

I ■■ 

transferring an item using said first connection if said attempt to estatijlfeh 

i- ■ 

Conriection was successful; I = 
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sending a message to said target device via an intermediate device if|^aid 
attempt establish said first connection was not successful, said intermediate entiiy 
performs said -Step of receiving a request to access a network; \ 
^ittempting to establish a second connection from said target device tdi 
said source dfevice; | 
Iransferring said item using said second connection if said attempt to j. 
establish saldisecond connection was successful; and | . 

Iransferring said item via a proxy if said attempt to establish said second 

i.: 

connection wSs not successful, | 

I 

56. An apparatus according to claim 53, wherein: \ 
Said step of allowing said first device to communicate includes sendinig a 

commana frohi said first device to an intermediate sen/er and forwarding said comriliand 
from said intermediate server to one or more of said devices that are logged in to s^id 
network usin^: said first user identification. | 

57. An apparatus according to claim 53, wherein said step of allowing said 

first device to bommunicate includes the steps of: j 

I 

treating a playlist; and i '• 

addihgiitems to said playlist, said items Include a first item from said first devilbe 
and a seGond litem from a second device, said first device and said second device ^re 
not on a iomition 1-AN, said second device is logged in to said network using said fii^st 
user jdentificclition. 
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Evfdenc^ 



1.132, nor 
Therefore 



The Appellant has not submitted any evidence under 37 CFR §1.130, 1.131 
has the Examiner entered any evidence on which the Appellant relies. 
; no topies of such evidence are submitted. 
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I 
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Related Procis^dings Appendix 



no copies 



This Apt5ellant does not know of any related appeals or interferences. There|<)re, 



of decisions in any such proceedings are submitted. 
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